WEATHERSTEM
Extreme Weather Protocol Template
California SB 1248 / Education Code §33355 — to be adopted by July 1, 2026
	How to use this template
Replace every [bracketed] field with your details. Each section maps to what §33355 and the CDE’s standardized guidelines call for.
This is a starting template, not legal advice. Review against the current CDE guidance and with your district’s legal counsel before adopting through your governing board.



1. Purpose & legal basis
This protocol fulfills California Education Code §33355 (added by SB 1248, “Yahushua’s Law”), which requires [District / County Office / Charter School name] to develop, adopt, and implement written protocols for outdoor physical activity during extreme weather by July 1, 2026, incorporating the standardized guidelines published by the California Department of Education.
Scope: Applies to all [LEA name] outdoor physical activities — PE classes, recess, lunch periods, after-school and summer programs, field trips, and school-sponsored outdoor events — across all grade levels.
Exclusion: Interscholastic athletics administered by the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) follow CIF heat-illness and acclimatization guidelines. This protocol governs all other outdoor activities.
2. Conditions covered
This protocol addresses: extreme heat, poor air quality, excessive precipitation / flooding, lightning and severe weather, and [other local hazards — e.g., high wind, wildfire smoke].
3. Monitoring
1. Source of conditions: [on-site weather station at each campus / district weather platform]. Measured at the school-site level, not from a distant regional station.
1. Metrics tracked: air temperature, heat index, [WBGT], air quality index (AQI), precipitation, lightning proximity, [wind].
1. Who monitors: the [Site Weather Monitor / designated role] at each campus, [continuously via automated alerts / at these times: ____].
1. Tools: [describe your system — e.g., WeatherSTEM Protect stations + dashboard provide real-time per-campus data and automatic threshold alerts].
4. Thresholds & required actions
Thresholds must incorporate the CDE’s published standardized guidelines. Confirm current values against the CDE guidance before adoption.
	Condition
	Level
	Threshold (insert CDE-aligned value)
	Required action

	Heat
	Caution
	[WBGT / heat index ___]
	Add water breaks; provide shade; monitor closely

	Heat
	Modify
	[___]
	Shorten activity; mandatory rest/water; remove equipment

	Heat
	Suspend
	[___]
	Move indoors / cancel outdoor activity

	Air quality
	Modify
	[AQI ___]
	Reduce exertion; offer indoor option

	Air quality
	Suspend
	[AQI ___]
	Move all activity indoors

	Lightning
	Suspend
	Strike within [___ miles]
	Clear outdoor areas; shelter; resume per all-clear

	Precip / flood
	Suspend
	[___]
	Relocate or cancel; avoid flooded areas



All-clear rule (lightning): resume [30] minutes after the last strike within [8–10] miles.
5. Indoor & sheltered alternatives
When outdoor conditions are unsafe, the following spaces are available at each site: [gymnasium, cafeteria, shaded/cooled areas, covered walkways — list per campus]. Each site maintains [hydration stations / shade structures / cooling areas] with equitable access across all campuses.
6. Hydration & rest
Students have access to water and rest breaks during outdoor activity in elevated conditions, at minimum [every ___ minutes] during “Caution” and “Modify” levels.
7. Roles & responsibilities
	Role
	Person / title
	Responsibility

	Protocol owner
	[Risk Manager / Safety Director]
	Maintains and updates this protocol districtwide

	Site weather monitor
	[per-campus designee]
	Checks conditions, initiates action, logs decisions

	Decision authority
	[Principal / AD]
	Confirms modify / suspend / cancel decisions

	Communications
	[role]
	Notifies staff, students, and families


8. Communication plan
When a threshold is reached, [LEA name] notifies affected staff, students, and families via [automated platform alert / SMS / PA / email]. Escalation: [describe chain].
9. Recordkeeping
Every weather decision is documented and retained for [retention period] for audit, incident review, and liability. Each record includes date/time, conditions and source, threshold reached, action taken, and staff member. [Automated logging via your monitoring platform satisfies this; WeatherSTEM logs conditions, alerts, and actions automatically.]
10. Staff training
All staff who supervise outdoor activities are trained on this protocol [annually, before the school year], including recognizing heat-illness signs and the action levels above. Training records are retained by [role].
11. Annual review
This protocol is reviewed and updated at least annually by [protocol owner] to incorporate best practices, updated CDE guidance, and lessons from any incidents.
Last reviewed: [date]    ·    Next review: [date]    ·    Adopted by governing board: [date]

	Need the monitoring, alerting, and records this protocol depends on?
Weatherstem provides per-campus weather stations, automatic threshold alerts, lightning detection, outdoor sirens, one district dashboard, and 24/7 meteorologist support — the operational backbone behind a compliant §33355 protocol, deployable before July 1.
Book a demo: getweatherstem.com/contact-weatherstem    ·    850-297-1800    ·    connect@weatherstem.com



This template is provided for general informational purposes and does not constitute legal advice. Districts should review the current CDE standardized guidelines and consult legal counsel before adoption.
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